13 July 2026
Sustainable Plastics APPG AGM
Attendees:  
· Laurence Turner MP
· Julia Buckley MP
· Michael Wheeler MP
· Joe Morris MP
· Baggy Shanker MP

1) Welcome
Laurence Turner welcomed all attendees and introduced the University of Birmingham’s Plastics Network as Secretariat. He then requested the meeting move swiftly onto the election of Officers due to limited time with some MPs in the room. 
2) Election of Parliamentary Officers
· Michael Wheeler MP proposed that Laurence Turner MP should continue as Chair of the Group- a move agreed by all in the room. 
· Laurence Turner MP proposed the Earl Russel should continue as Co-Chair of the group- which was unanimously agreed by all. 
· Laurence Turner MP proposed that Andrew Cooper MP and Lord Whitby of Harborne should be the other officers. This was again, unanimously agreed. 

3) Income and Expenditure
The Sustainable Plastics APPG submits a 'nil return' income and expenditure statement which was reviewed by the room, agreed by all and signed by Laurence Turner MP.
4) Update from the Secretariat
a. What has been achieved over the last year 
Professor Andrew Dove explains what the APPG programme of activity has looked like over the past year. Two meetings have been held- the first on Environment and Human Health and the second meeting on Chemical Recycling. This meeting format worked well and resulted in the creation of a report titled Opportunities and Barriers for Chemical Recycling of Plastics in the UK. This report made key recommendations around funding, innovation and policy alignment for the sector.
Professor Andrew Dove agrees to share reports with Julia Buckley MP.
The Plastics Network also hosted a parliamentary reception to celebrate the inauguration of the APPG. This was well received by the wider community and showcased the power of the APPG to engage with academia, NGOs, industry and government, encouraging them to come together and provide policymakers with the necessary information to turn the dial on sustainable plastics. 
Laurence Turner MP thanks the University for acting as Secretariat, giving parliamentarians information they need to raise issues in the House. He recognises the value of Mary Creagh MP’s presence at the reception.
b. Discussion around what has gone well, what could be improved and topics for next year's meetings and events.
Laurence Turner MP flags the publication of the Circular Economy strategy this year and suggests it could be a good topic for a meeting and ensuring APPG work aligns with strategy. He notes that the APPG has seen better engagement from the House of Lords rather than MPs. He asks whether ‘Sustainable Plastics’ is too abstract of a framing to get people interested.  Need to showcase the potential for investment in people’s constituencies. 
Professor Andrew Dove agrees. We want to ensure we make the topics relevant to people and their constituents. He asks attendees whether the APPG should consider working with other APPGs, such as the APPGs for Sustainable Packing, Microplastics and Environment. 
Laurence Turner MP agrees that it is a good idea. 
Professor Andrew Dove mentions that there is a large student base at the University. He asks how the APPG could better engage them and encourage them to contact their MPs. He suggests that student could be brought to the next parliamentary reception from different audiences.  
Laurence Turner MP agrees and asks whether it should be both Undergraduate and Postgraduate students. 
Professor Andrew Dove says that ideally it would be both however, Undergraduate can be a little bit easier to get engaged.
Julia Buckley MP agrees that finding ways like this to appeal to MPs is good. She mentions there is a West Midlands APPG that focuses on growth and jobs, including green growth. Suggests there may be a link between the two APPGs. 
She states that students are often struggling to find work experience. Some London students do placements in MP offices. If any University of Birmingham students are doing relevant work, they could potentially do the same.
She moves on to discuss how there are two Veolia bases in Shrewsbury and the jobs they have brought to the area. They had a longevity-focussed event that talked about job opportunities arising through green growth and the recycled plastics industry. By focusing on green growth and green tech, you can show there’s real opportunity for the region. By using the word ‘growth’, it gives Sustainable Plastics a different and more appealing angle. 
Laurence Turner MP suggests it would be beneficial to do some mapping of relevant APPGs at constituency level.
Professor Andrew Dove asks who should lead the approach to APPGs for collaboration. 
Laurence Turner MP suggests that the Secretariat drafts a message and it can be sent through his email. He then goes back to talking about student engagement and suggests that high engagement from MPs can come when there are interesting things for them to see. For a parliamentary event with students, they could show MPs lab equipment or start and end products from their research.
Professor Andrew Dove asks for more ideas for future meetings, aside from the Circular Economy Growth Plan.
Laurence Turner MP suggests hosting APPG meetings at the University on a Friday.  
Julia Buckley MP says there could be interest from Liam Byrne MP for Birmingham Hodge Hill and Solihull North. He is Chair of the UK Parliament’s cross-party Business and Trade Committee. This could link into green jobs and you could have employers and investors attend.
Laurence Turner MP suggests there could be a Backbench Business Committee debate. However, difficult to know at the moment who is going to be in what role after the change in leadership. This could take things to the next level.
Professor Andrew Dove asks if there will be a debate on the Circular Economy growth plan. 
Laurence Turner MP says that it is likely but at the discretion of the speaker. 
Julia Buckley MP says that she would attend an APPG event if it happened at the University and would involve her national contacts with Veolia.
Laurence Turner MP suggests involving Richard Parker in the event.
Laurence Turner MP asks for further updates about the Birmingham Plastics Network. 
Professor Andrew Dove states he is looking for funding from EPSRC to build the network nationally. There has also been work on Microplastics for international treaty negotiations. A short report was written on potential impacts of the Simpler Recycling scheme. The Network is also in its final leg of a policy commission focused on the reprocessing sector in the UK and challenges, solutions and opportunities. The report will be launched at the RWM conference in September and has been written with sponsorship from NGO WRAP and in collaboration with DEFRA. The recommendations that come from the report could build something for a future discussion.
5) AOB
Laurence Turner MP states that the Plastics Network and Sustainable Plastics APPG got generous mentions by Patrick Vallance at a recent event at Selly Oak Battery Park. 
