14th October 2025
Sustainable Plastics APPG Meeting- Minutes


Attendees:
· Laurence Turner MP
· Prof Stefan Krause
· Prof Andrew Dove
· Robyn Macpherson (Secretariat)
· Jaden Wilkins (PA to Laurence Turner MP)
· Baroness Golding

1) Opening Remarks - Laurence Turner MP 

Laurence Turner MP introduced the session and noted that, since quorum of membership has not been reached, no decisions can be made as a part of today's meeting. 

2) Academic Briefing- Professor Stefan Krause

Professor Stefan Krause gave an academic briefing on the topic of plastic pollution and its harm on ecosystems and on human health. In addition, copies of the University of Birmingham Simpler Recycling Report, and the University of Birmingham and WWF 'One Health' Report were distributed. The briefing noted: 

· There is a growing concern within the public on plastic pollution, biodiversity, food security and, more recently, on health risks of plastics. However, existing knowledge on the health risks associated with plastics is fragmented, largely due to the complexity of the issue.  
· There is now a convergence of knowledge on direct and indirect exposures leading to health concerns, identifying enough risks to justify the use of the precautionary principle to manage these risks; we cannot separate the environmental and human health risks as they are inherently linked. This is also known as the 'one health' approach. 
· There is a lot of focus on the sources of plastics pollution, this topic is well understood, but what isn't presently understood is our own exposure to the pollution and the risks associated with this. However, there is a lot of research ongoing to better understand these risks. This research takes a long time, as it did with smoking, though research into health risks of smoking has a much clearer control group. 
· Some plastics ingredients and additives are more benign than others, and it will be important to increase our understanding of which elements of the plastics hold the most risk. 
· The Global Plastic Treaty plastic treaty didn't 'fail' but instead was adjourned, and there are questions over where this goes next. 

3) Discussion

Laurence Turner MP asked: What are the sticking points of the Plastics Treaty negotiations?

Professor Stefan Krause responded to say that the sticking points lay primarily with oil-producing countries. However, there is a 'coalition of the ambitious' of a number of countries which are still pushing for a strong treaty, including China. He also notes that it is likely that treaty discussions will resume, but it is a matter of how, especially noting the resignation of the previous Chair of negotiations. He notes that there is a push for the agreement of a treaty even if it is not signed by all countries. This may be appealing even for industry, as it provides policy security moving forwards. 

Professor Stefan Krause goes on to note that there is currently no concerted action to undermine research on health harms of plastic, nor an effort to 'ban all plastics', while there are efforts to rebut 'bad' evidence which promotes greenwashing. It is expected that the majority of concerns arising from actions to reduce health impacts from plastics will be from additive companies, rather than plastics producers. To give context for this, there was a discussion on the role of additives in plastics. 

It was noted that additives are essential for performance, or design, but can also be harmful. There is no current international agreement on additives, however there are EU REACH regulations and UK REACH for the regulation of chemicals. Challenges with chemical regulation include 'pollution swapping' in which one additive is replaced with another which may be equally as harmful. In addition, these regulations are limited as they cannot control additives in products which enter the UK from other countries.  UK REACH has been criticised for regulating less chemicals than EU REACH, though this is often attributed to the fact that less chemicals are registered for use in the UK and therefore do not need regulating. The issue of fraudulent claims in plastics imports and exports was noted as a challenge to this. There is some evidence to suggest that testing plastic for recycled content is possible, but it is not yet widely used, and it is unclear whether this would be scalable. Professor Stefan Krause noted that there is a tension between international competitiveness and the precautionary principle, but the University of Birmingham Plastics Network supports the use of the precautionary principle in relation to chemical control. 

Baroness Golding expressed an interest in sharing the disseminated reports' outcomes with her charity, which shows school children the value of keeping their local environment clear. 

Professor Stefan Krause noted that the University of Birmingham (UoB) hosts a range of testing systems in water courses, as well as in soils and agriculture. In addition to environmental testing, there is Increased testing on model systems/artificial organs for human health and UoB Is leading on this. 

It is noted that there will be a conference on environmental and human health harms of plastics pollution at the University of Birmingham in July 2026, which government attendees are very welcome to attend and/or speak at. 

Laurence Turner noted the relevance of ChemTrust, who may be relevant stakeholders in discussions around threats and future divergence to UK REACH regulation. 

4) AOB and close – Laurence Turner MP

A paper copy of future meeting dates was disseminated to attendees, including 20th January, and 24th March. Future topics for meetings included recycling and infrastructure, and public expectations and behaviours. 
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