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United to end the World’s 
DeaDliest infectious Disease

Last year, tuberculosis (TB) killed more people than  
HIV and malaria combined. Years of political neglect  
have led to the emergence and rapid spread  
of drug-resistant strains of the disease, against which  
we are all ill-equipped to respond. TB threatens 
livelihoods, undermines economic development, and 
presents a real threat to global health security. TB 
respects no national borders and affects every country 
in the world. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
envision ending TB by 2030 and the UK government  
has a leading role to play in making this a reality.

the Drugs Don’t Work
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) has been widely 
recognised as the biggest global public health threat.  
It is estimated that around one third of all AMR-
associated deaths are currently caused by drug-
resistant TB (DR-TB). Lord O’Neill reported that 
“tackling TB and DR-TB must be at the heart of any 
global action against AMR”. Because of a lack of research 
and development (R&D), treatments for DR-TB are 
outdated and ineffective. As a result, people with DR-TB  

are forced to undergo an arduous treatment regimen 
which can last up to two years and is associated with 
severe side-effects including permanent hearing loss, 
chronic nausea, and psychosis. After enduring this, the 
chance of successful treatment remains dismally low at 
around 50 per cent. Health systems must be invested in 
to ensure appropriate care. Global coordination will be 
key. Without serious advances in prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment, we will never turn the tide against TB.
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A YeAr of Action on tB
Following years of political neglect, 2018 promises to be a year of global action culminating  
in a UN High Level Meeting on TB in September. Under the theme of ‘united to end tuberculosis: 
a global response to a global emergency’, Heads of Government are expected to act on the 
recommendations of the G7, G20 and BRICS summits as well as the 2017 Moscow Declaration’s 
commitment to “fundamentally transform the fight against TB”.

Between 2000 and 2016, TB treatment saved an 
estimated 53 million lives. The UK’s investment in the 
fight against TB has been pivotal in making this possible.

l The UK is the second largest donor to the Global Fund to 
 Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis & Malaria. The fund currently 
 provides 65 per cent of all international financing for TB. 

l The UK is the third largest public funder of TB 
 research and development (R&D), investing USD 24 
 million in 2015 and leading innovation in the AMR R&D  
 space through the Ross Fund and G20 initiatives. 

l UK academic institutions are at the forefront of
 TB research, collaborating with partners around the world  
 to drive progress in the fight against TB from the laboratory  
 to the community clinic. 

Despite these efforts, a significant global funding shortfall 
persists. At the current rate of progress, the SDG target 
will not be met for more than 160 years. The UK 
government has the power to set the tone for this global 
year of action, by:

l Substantively engaging in the UN High Level Meeting 
 negotiations, demonstrating the UK’s prioritisation of the 
 fight against TB. 

l Utilising the UK’s strong diplomatic relationships, to
 drive international coordination and the creation 
 of an accountability framework that drives action 

l Helping to close the funding gap by pledging to increase 
 its investment in both TB programmes and research.

uk leaDership in the fight against tB

this year, We have an unpreceDenteD 
opportunity to transform the fight 
against tB. With the uk’s leaDership 
at the un high level meeting, enDing 
tB By 2030 can Become a reality. 
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