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Upcoming business of interest and opportunities to raise Global Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)

The APPG on Global Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is extremely
disappointed by the recent announcement that UK overseas development aid
is to be cut to pay for increased defence spending. Women and girls will pay
the heaviest price. Family planning and life-saving maternity services will not
be available when needed.

In our Chair Sarah Champion MP’s response to the cuts in her capacity as Chair
of the International Development Committee, she says “/ urge the Prime
Minister to rethink today’s announcement. Cutting the aid budget to fund
defence spending is a false economy that will only make the world less safe.”

It was announced today that International Development Minister Anneliese
Dodds had resigned in protest at the decision.


https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/205432/international-development-committee-chairs-responds-to-aid-cuts/
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/uknews/minister-anneliese-dodds-resigns-over-starmer-move-to-cut-foreign-aid-budget/ar-AA1zYTwM?ocid=BingNewsSerp

Increasing the defence budget will be funded by cutting foreign
aid
Foreign aid as % of GNI in 2023
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UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
Please note that the schedule and locations of events are subject to change. See the
parliamentary calendar for up-to-date information.

House of Commons

Tuesday 4 March

The Thatcher Room, Portcullis House, sitting at 1:30pm

International Development Committee — Inquiry: The FCDQ’s approach to
displaced people — oral evidence session

Wednesday 5 March


https://whatson.parliament.uk/

Room 6, Palace of Westminster, sitting at 2:00pm
Women and Equalities Committee — Inquiry: Female Genital Mutilation — oral
evidence session

Thursday 6 March
Main Chamber, sitting at 9:30am
Debate - General Debate on International Women's Day

Friday 7 March

Main Chamber, sitting at 9:30am

Private Members’ Bill - Women, Peace and Security Bill [Lords]: Second
Reading — Sarah Champion MP

House of Lords

Tuesday 4 March

Main Chamber, sitting at 2:30pm

Oral question — Publishing revised guidance on relationship, sex and health
education in schools — Baroness Jenkin of Kennington

Wednesday 5 March

Main Chamber, sitting at 3:00pm

Oral question — Plan to mark International Women’s Day on 8 March —
Baroness Nye

Thursday 6 March

Main Chamber, sitting at 11:00am

International Women’s Day and the promotion of women’s participation and
leadership in science and technology in the UK and internationally — Baroness
Smith of Malvern, Baroness Jones of Whitchurch

APPG ON GLOBAL SRHR EVENTS

5 March: 4:30-6:00pm, Committee Room 2A, Hol - APPG on Global SRHR
Hearing on Sexual & Reproductive Health Rights and Conflict

26 March: 11:00am - 12:00pm Committee Room 2A House of Lords. Briefing
meeting on women’s health inequalities with Professor Sophie Harman, author
of ‘Sick of It: The Global Fight for Women’s Health’. See attached invitation.



https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2024/hss/professor-sophie-harmans-new-book-exposes-global-womens-health-crisis.html

INVITATIONS TO OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

3 March: 5:30-7:30pm. Attlee Suite, PCH. CARE International present an
International Women’s Day Reception. RSVP to
juergenson@careinternational.org.

4 March: 9:00-11:00am. IPU and Jubilee Rooms. International Women’s Day
Drop-in Event. BGIPU and the APPG on Human Rights will be hosting a drop-in
session for members to meet with Human Rights organisations and Human
Rights Defenders working on women’s rights. APPG on Global SRHR will be
present. RSVP to pichen@parliament.uk.

5 March: 1:00pm. UNFPA presents ‘Let’s Talk SRHR: From Cairo to Beijing -
Centering Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Beijing+30’.
Registration here.

5 March: 2:00pm. European Parliament and online. Fertility Europe presents
‘Fertility Awareness Matters: Tackling the Knowledge Gap for European
Youth’. Registration here.

5 March: 7:00pm. Center for Reproductive Rights presents ‘The Global Gag
Rule: Suppressing Reproductive Rights Worldwide’. Registration here.

6 March: 1:00-3:00pm. The Open University present ‘Urgent action for gender
equity: working together, what can we all do?’ a seminar marking
International Women's Day 2025, focused on collaborative strategies for
progress. More information and registration here.

6 March: 1:30-3:30pm. The APPG on Women, Peace and Security in
collaboration with the APPG on International Law, Justice and Accountability
Globally & The New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy are hosting a panel
discussion on ‘Conflict-Related Sexual Violence in Tigray’. RSVP to
ajones@newlinesinstitute.org.

10-25 March: New York. Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Please
email kjaerbym@parliament.uk to express your interest, if not already done
so.

25 March: 11:00-12:00pm. IPU Room. BGIPU and the International Bar
Association Human Rights Institute hosting a roundtable event on “The


mailto:juergenson@careinternational.org
mailto:pichen@parliament.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EXrPFn8hRJSYUnXe5bTrcw#/registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerHpS75Ay65EaIh0c_5J7wifp_RZ45jr9Y0e32yeo_Vr0MIQ/viewform
https://reprorights.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QQTq0gVySfiO78CWKhB_IQ?sourceid=1150417&utm_campaign=25emcge-0202aax-on&utm_medium=ea&utm_source=email&utm_content=ggr&emci=65cdf8af-b5ef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=c005cab6-b5ef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=434378#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urgent-action-for-gender-equity-working-together-what-can-we-all-do-tickets-1095376232799?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:ajones@newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk

Taliban's Afghanistan - Segregation, Separation and Abuse of Afghan Women
and Girls” chaired by Baroness Kennedy. Speakers include Meetra Qutb an
Afghan commentator on Human Rights. RSVP to edwardsri@parliament.uk.

5-6 May: G20 Parliamentary Conference on Women’s Health: "Unleashing
the G20’s Full Potential: The Economic Benefits of Investing in Women's
Health”, Cape Town, South Africa. The European Parliamentary Forum for
Sexual and Reproductive Rights (EPF) will be sending a delegation of
parliamentarians from G20 and G7 nations to attend. Please email
kjaerbym@parliament.uk to express your interest.

26-30 May: EPF Study Tour to Sri Lanka organised in collaboration with the
Family Planning Association of Sri Lanka (FPAS). Please email
kjaerbym@parliament.uk to express your interest, if not already done so.

23-25 June: London. Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG)
World Congress 2025.

5-9 October: Cape Town, South Africa. 2025 FIGO World Congress of
Gynaecology and Obstetrics - email kjaerbym@parliament.uk to express your
interest, if not already done so.

3-6 November: 2025 International Conference on Family Planning - Bogot3,
Columbia This year’s theme is ‘Equity Through Action’— email
kjaerbym@parliament.uk to express your interest, if not already done so.

27-30 April 2026: WD2026 — Women Deliver Conference - Melbourne,
Australia

Prime Minister Kier Starmer announces cut to Official Development Assistance
to fund defence — what we know so far — Bond

International Development Committee Chairs responds to aid cuts — UK
Government

Move to cut UK aid will “destroy Labour’s legacy on international
development” say NGO leaders in letter to PM and Treasury - Bond



mailto:edwardsrl@parliament.uk
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/IbcECMw3pCqP7lkpSwfrI85F4b?domain=fpasrilanka.org
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
https://www.rcog.org.uk/careers-and-training/training/courses-and-events/rcog-world-congress/rcog-world-congress-2025/
https://figo2025.org/week-at-a-glance/
https://figo2025.org/week-at-a-glance/
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
https://theicfp.org/2025-theme-equity-through-action
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
https://womendeliver.org/wd2026/
https://womendeliver.org/wd2026/
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2025/02/prime-minister-kier-starmer-announces-cut-to-official-development-assistance-oda-to-fund-defence-what-we-know-so-far/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Network%20News%2027%20February%202025&utm_content=Network%20News%2027%20February%202025+CID_6d9fd430ddfd097fe54090802748add6&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Find%20out%20more
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2025/02/prime-minister-kier-starmer-announces-cut-to-official-development-assistance-oda-to-fund-defence-what-we-know-so-far/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Network%20News%2027%20February%202025&utm_content=Network%20News%2027%20February%202025+CID_6d9fd430ddfd097fe54090802748add6&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Find%20out%20more
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/205432/international-development-committee-chairs-responds-to-aid-cuts/
https://www.bond.org.uk/press-releases/2025/02/move-to-cut-uk-aid-will-destroy-labours-legacy-on-international-development-say-ngo-leaders-in-letter-to-pm-and-treasury/
https://www.bond.org.uk/press-releases/2025/02/move-to-cut-uk-aid-will-destroy-labours-legacy-on-international-development-say-ngo-leaders-in-letter-to-pm-and-treasury/

Asylum seeker hotels set to take almost half UK’s reduced aid budget —
Financial Times

Labour MPs fight back as aid budget is set to fall by two thirds — The Times
How can the UK mitigate the impact of aid cuts? - Coalition for Global
Prosperity

This is a hard choice. We believe in foreign aid — but we have to make cuts. We
must keep the UK safe | David Lammy - The Guardian

Inside Starmer’s plan to woo Trump with a defense spending surprise -
POLITICO

Starmer’s cut to aid budget a ‘strategic mistake’, says former army head - The
Guardian

RESPONSES TO UK AID CUTS

ActionAid shocked by reckless decision to raid ODA budget - ActionAid UK

The UK Government’s decision to cut life-saving support abandons the world’s
most marginalised - IPPF

MSI response to Keir Starmers announcement that the uk will cut aid spending
— MSI Reproductive Choices

Cuts to UK aid a devastating blow for children around the world - Plan
International UK

USAID

Trump administration says it’s cutting 90% of USAID foreign aid contracts -
POLITICO

What future for aid and development? With Minouche Shafik — Financial Times
Podcast

OTHER NEWS

The pill hasn’t been improved in years. No wonder women are giving up on it —
The Guardian

EU must guarantee access to reproductive healthcare for Ukrainian refugees -
Center for Reproductive Rights

How South Korea put its ‘extinction’ birthrate crisis into reverse — The Times

REPORTS AND RESEARCH

Why are black women still more likely to die in childbirth? - British Medical
Journal



https://www.ft.com/content/d33778ef-a661-406c-b4a5-2072e841e75d
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/labour-mps-fight-back-as-aid-budget-is-set-to-fall-by-two-thirds-ss99d27rs?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Briefing%20-%20Thursday%2027th%20February%202025&utm_term=audience_BEST_OF_TIMES
https://www.coalitionforglobalprosperity.com/news/how-can-the-uk-mitigate-the-impact-of-aid-cuts
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YsJBCD135C5EWN4XcWflTjb6GH?domain=theguardian.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YsJBCD135C5EWN4XcWflTjb6GH?domain=theguardian.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/4WYACE835C3vzVEBTwhZT7rmA1?domain=politico.eu/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/feb/27/keir-starmer-foreign-aid-defence-budget-richard-dannatt
https://www.actionaid.org.uk/latest-news/actionaid-shocked-reckless-decision-raid-oda-budget
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2QiUCGv3jf1DPKvwFpixTBqbLi?domain=ippf.org
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2QiUCGv3jf1DPKvwFpixTBqbLi?domain=ippf.org
https://www.msichoices.org/latest/msi-response-to-keir-starmers-announcement-that-the-uk-will-cut-aid-spending/
https://plan-uk.org/stories/cuts-uk-aid-devastating-blow-children-around-world
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/02/26/trump-administration-says-its-cutting-90-of-usaid-foreign-aid-contracts-00206377
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/02/26/trump-administration-says-its-cutting-90-of-usaid-foreign-aid-contracts-00206377
https://www.ft.com/content/eadac80e-e7b9-444e-984d-a25215af15aa
https://www.theguardian.com/society/commentisfree/2025/feb/22/the-pill-hasnt-been-improved-in-years-no-wonder-women-are-giving-up-on-it
https://reproductiverights.org/eu-access-reproductive-healthcare-ukrainian-refugees/
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/how-south-korea-reversed-a-national-extinction-risk-baby-crisis-fq6ghbn6q?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Briefing%20-%20Sunday%2023rd%20February%202025&utm_term=audience_BEST_OF_TIMES
https://www.bmj.com/content/388/bmj.r226

Fetal personhood: What happens when the rights of the “fertilized egg”
supersede the rights of the mother - British Medical Journal

Use of contraceptives, empowerment and agency of adolescent girls and
young women: a systematic review and meta-analysis - BMJ Sexual &
Reproductive Health

The Time is Now: End Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting, An Urgent Need for
Global Response 2025 — END FGM



https://www.bmj.com/content/388/bmj.r372?utm_campaign=usage&utm_content=tbmj_sprout&utm_id=BMJ005&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.bmj.com/content/388/bmj.r372?utm_campaign=usage&utm_content=tbmj_sprout&utm_id=BMJ005&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://srh.bmj.com/content/50/3/195.full
https://srh.bmj.com/content/50/3/195.full
https://endfgm.eu/news-en-events/news/the-time-is-now-end-female-genital-mutilationcutting-an-urgent-need-for-global-response-2025/
https://endfgm.eu/news-en-events/news/the-time-is-now-end-female-genital-mutilationcutting-an-urgent-need-for-global-response-2025/

