
 
Dear Member 
 
On Monday 28 October we will be holding our annual reception in the Cholmondeley Room and 
Terrace with SRHR partners and ambassadors from numerous countries in attendance, please see 
attached invitation, which you should also have received separately.  We would love to see as many 
as you as possible. 
 
The FCDO published the Final UK ODA Spend for 2023 this week. You can access the report here and 
there is more about this in the news section below. 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mette and Mikki  
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming business of interest and opportunities to raise Global Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights (SRHR) 

 
 
UPCOMING BUSINESS  
  
Please note that the schedule and locations of events are subject to change. See the 
parliamentary calendar for up-to-date information.   
 
House of Commons 
Monday 7 October 
Main chamber, sitting at 2:30pm 
General Debate – Lord Darzi’s independent investigation into NHS performance  
 
Wednesday 9 October 
Main chamber, sitting at 11:30am 
Oral Questions – Women and Equalities 

- What steps she is taking with Cabinet colleagues to help tackle violence against women and 
girls – Jo White MP, Dr Rupa Huq MP 

- What discussions she has had with the Secretary of State for the Home Department on 
violence against women and girls – Caroline Voaden MP, Mike Martin MP 

 
Westminster Hall, sitting at 2:30pm 
Debate – Maternity Services in Gloucestershire – Max Wilkinson MP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statistics-on-international-development-final-uk-oda-spend-2023#:~:text=This%20publication%20outlines%20UK%20Official
https://whatson.parliament.uk/


 
Thursday 10 October 
Westminster Hall, sitting at 3:00pm 
Debate – Humanitarian Aid to Gaza – Ayoub Khan MP 
 
House of Lords 
No business of interest to APPG on Global SRHR 
 
 
APPG on Global SRHR Events 
 
21 October: 4:30-5:30pm. Room W2, off Westminster Hall. APPG on Global SRHR Committee 
Meeting 
 
28 October: 6:30-8:30pm. Cholmondeley Room, House of Lords. Evening Reception with IPPF, 
UNFPA and the UK SRHR Network ‘Championing Reproductive Rights and Gender Equality’ 
 
2 December: 4:30-5:30pm. Room W2, off Westminster Hall. APPG on Global SRHR Committee 
Meeting 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
10 October: 2:00pm. FIGO presents ‘Collaboration for the global elimination of cervical cancer’.  
This webinar seeks to explore the vital role of community engagement and education in raising 
awareness about cervical cancer. More information and registration here 
 
10 October: 3:30-5:00pm. IDRC’s webinar ‘Thriving in safety: Advancing adolescent health and 
rights & ending gender-based violence in Central and West Africa’ will focus on the role of action 
research in developing strategies to combat GBV and advance adolescent SRHR.  More information 
and registration here 
 
10 October: 7:00pm. Asociación Manos Abiertas (AMA) and Population Connection present 
‘Marking International Day of the Girl with Asociación Manos Abiertas’. This presentation will 
spotlight midwives' vital role in improving maternal and neonatal health in Guatemala, where access 
to quality reproductive healthcare remains limited. With maternal mortality rates among the highest 
in the region, Manos is tackling this issue by providing culturally appropriate care, empowering 
women through education, and offering essential services such as prenatal care, family planning, 
and cervical cancer prevention. Registration here. 
 
11 October: 8:00pm. White Ribbon Alliance present ‘Perimenopause Q&A on Black Women's 
Experiences’. During this live Q&A, Dr Tonye Wokoma and Leah Lewis, perinatal specialist, will 
answer your pressing questions about perimenopause, with a special focus on the experiences of 
Black women. This is a unique opportunity to gain insights into the physical, emotional, and social 
aspects of perimenopause and connect with others who understand. Register here. 
 
15 October: 1:00pm. The WHO/IBP Network presents ‘Aligning Global Standards: Integrating WHO 
Guidelines with Family Planning Service Delivery HIPs with the WHO/HIP Matrix Tool’. This 
webinar will explore the WHO-HIP Matrix Tool, a resource developed to link the family planning High 
Impact Practices (HIPs) with selected WHO guidelines, aimed at strengthening family planning 
implementation and advocacy. Register here. 

https://www.figo.org/events/figo-webinars/collaboration-global-elimination-cervical-cancer
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3617249435311/WN_yyP79YFzTd6oVufoCn27nA#/registration
https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/news/transformative-research-adolescent-health-and-rights-best-practices-and-lessons-learned
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=N4VJpzgOd0CDguvX2SFPU0mqseXhifpApsq214CUWRVUOFRQTTJQUDZFM1pBRjlNRUhLQTYzVFI0MC4u&route=shorturl
https://populationconnection-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o5vjniBGSnui7pG7aEBD6Q?emci=997c56bc-697b-ef11-991a-6045bdee6681&emdi=086a1bda-617f-ef11-8474-6045bda8aae9&ceid=1147266#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/perimenopause-qa-on-black-womens-experiences-tickets-1030104870397
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hh-KfDKXSd20e9YxlXQyNw?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BfhbsCQojOmpIheG4yENXXNXD6hPnBzCRohOTmNSFeO7GXicVfYVm9wxhyMCN7p3hw-vWZsFJUcx8dCzGX1_DAHTLJrXm8SB6ELqsDSh_VhBhmaM&_hsmi=327409322&utm_content=327409072&utm_source=hs_email#/registration


 
15 October: 6:00-7:30pm. White Ribbon Alliance present a workshop on understanding the 
worldwide impacts of abortion policies and politics in the USA. ‘Reproductive Rights in the Post-Roe 
Era’. Registration here. 
 
16 October: 3:00pm. MSI Reproductive Choices and Partners host ‘In Conversation’: From the 
frontline to the future of abortion care’ to launch their new report which complements MSI’s new 
‘Abortion Guiding Framework’, which sets out our priorities and contribution to ending unsafe 
abortion. Registration here. 
 
17 October: 3:30pm. IMPT for Reproductive Health presents ‘DEIA in Focus: Advancing Science and 
Equity Through Diverse Inclusion’. With increased attention to critical role of diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA) for product development, this webinar focuses on the importance 
of inclusion of diverse populations in clinical research.  Registration here. 
 
24 October: 3:30pm. FIGO presents ‘New Advances in Reproductive Medicine’. Join FIGO’s Regional 
Asia Oceania Trustee as he brings together representatives from the Asia and Oceania Federation of 
Obstetrics & Gynaecology (AOFOG), the International Federation of Fertility Societies (IFFS), and the 
FIGO Reproductive Medicine, Endocrinology and Infertility (REI) Committee to discuss the latest 
breakthroughs in fertility treatments. More information and registration here. 
 
28 October: 6:30-8:30pm. ‘Championing Reproductive Rights and Gender Equality’ – a joint APPG 
on Global SRHR, IPPF, UK SRHR Network and UNFPA evening reception. Minister Anneliese Dodds 
has been invited to speak. 
 
6 November: 09:00 - 12:30, Attlee Suite, House of Commons. 'SDGs and Business Conference'. RSVP 
to mcconnellj@parliament.uk to register your interest. More information will follow in due course.  
 
27-31 January 2025: EPF Study Trip to the Philippines. Please email kjaerbym@parliament.uk to 
express your interest. 
 
3-6 November 2025: 2025 International Conference on Family Planning - Bogata, Columbia – email 
kjaerbym@parliament.uk to register interest. 
 
 
NEWS 
 
UK – This week the FCDO published the Final UK ODA Spend for 2023. Bond reports on the latest 
statistical release on Official Development Assistance, which presents final and detailed data on the 
UK’s ODA spending in 2023. Overall, the picture looked positive in 2023, with total UK ODA 
increasing by 20% to £15,344 million (0.58% of GNI), helped by additional funding allocated to the 
ODA budget by the Treasury in order to manage the impact of large levels of ODA being used to 
support refugees in the UK. However, because in 2023 UK ODA for refugees rose to record levels 
(£4.3 billion, 28% of the UK ODA budget) and there were significant increases in multilateral ODA 
spending (by £2.2 billion, to £5.3 billion), the level of bilateral ODA available for the poorest 
countries and for supporting sectors vital to tackling poverty, marginalisation and insecurity, have 
continued to fall. Meanwhile, Devex reports that the U.K. will keep diverting its aid budget to cover 
refugee costs until reforms are in place.  Action for Global Health, in conjunction with STOPAIDS and 
RESULTS, composed a letter highlighting concerns on future cuts, and will be distributing it to various 
targeted MPs to request they send it to the Treasury. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reproductive-rights-in-the-post-roe-era-tickets-1027962051167
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Y0xJCGv3jf144O90cQslFBTgEj?domain=msichoices.org/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/bV2wCJy3mcqwwAo1uvtQFy46Wk?domain=msichoices.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Nn7img8QQLObIgohLSOnaA#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMucOmorzouGdDNQa8D300JseLD-uFKLk5f#/registration
https://www.figo.org/events/figo-webinars/new-advances-reproductive-medicine?utm_source=Events+newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Webinar+October+24+
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6117266767840/WN_YxwgXymfTiqz6a7FSkKGDw#/registration
mailto:mcconnellj@parliament.uk
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
mailto:kjaerbym@parliament.uk
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2024/09/final-uk-oda-statistics-for-2023-the-legacy-of-recent-oda-cuts-and-what-is-at-stake-in-the-budget/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Network%20News%203%20October%202024&utm_content=Network%20News%203%20October%202024+CID_760b0943ecc8bd0e7e1c00396914b0ee&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Learn%20more
https://www.devex.com/news/devex-newswire-uk-declines-to-set-an-end-date-for-raiding-aid-budget-108466
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0HoQCwVJBfGxWRpkfVfgFJsdj-?domain=docs.google.com


Radio 4’s ‘Sunday’ programme this week discussed the abortion clinic 'buffer zones' which have 
recently come into force in Scotland with similar areas on the way for England and Wales by the end 
of October, speaking to two women on either side of the debate. 
 
A UK resident has been jailed for conspiring to commit female genital mutilation (FGM) against a 
young girl in the first conviction of its kind in England and Wales. A man from Swansea, arranged for 
the child to travel from the UK to Iraq where he had organised for her to be subjected to FGM and 
forced into marriage. The Mail and BBC News report. 
 
Misinformation on social media is putting women off the contraceptive pill who are then risking 
unwanted pregnancies, according to the NHS. Dr Sue Mann, the NHS clinical director for women’s 
health, called claims posted online that hormonal contraception causes infertility “damaging”. 
She said: “Online misinformation about the pill and other forms of hormonal contraception is a real 
cause for concern — we are seeing young women coming into our clinics who have come off the pill 
as they think it could make them infertile. The Times and The Mail report.  
 
Russia - The lowest birthrate in 25 years was recorded in Russia during the first half of this year, 
spurring the introduction of a bill as part of the government’s efforts to counter the low birthrate by 
banning public advocacy for a child-free life. Nina Ostanina, the head of the Russian parliament’s 
committee on family issues, said the law would make it illegal to write or say things such as “children 
are a burden” on social media or television. The Times and News.com.au report. 
 
USA - A new fact sheet by the Guttmacher Institute’s US federal policy experts details seven key 
ways Project 2025—led by the conservative Heritage Foundation—threatens sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. The Project 2025 policy framework outlines an agenda aimed at 
reversing civil and human rights across federal agencies. It includes attacks on medication abortion 
and contraception, along with efforts to undermine investments in reproductive health globally.  
 
Joint Statement on Contraception - FIGO and ICM's joint statement highlights the importance of 
contraception in improving maternal and infant health, addressing risks like short inter-pregnancy 
intervals, maternal anaemia, and infant mortality. It calls for equitable access, especially in 
postpartum and post-abortion care. 
 
VAWG Report - Womanity and the Center on Gender Equity and Health (GEH) at the University of 
California San Diego (UCSD) conducted a research study that sheds light on technical assistance and 
partnership models for adapting and scaling violence prevention programmes that better serve 
women and girls. This study aimed to identify facilitating factors, challenges and limitations of 
partnership models for adapting and scaling interventions, and to contribute to discussions on 
decolonising development, feminist funding principles and the ways in which donors can devolve 
power while supporting the work of women’s rights organisations.  
 
Feminist Foreign Policy – Last week at the Summit of the Future the Feminist Foreign Policy 
Collaborative shared a briefing on what to expect from governments with a Feminist Foreign Policy 
at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and the Summit of the Future. Watch here with 
passcode A#wXhh7W. The Feminist Foreign Policy Index (FFP Index) is available to read here. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0023fsq
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13921323/student-female-genital-mutilation-forced-marriage-young-girl-jailed.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93pdp9vv2wo?at_link_origin=BBC_Wales_News&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_link_id=A4402176-81CA-11EF-9F6C-C94181D4B9F1&at_medium=social&at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_type=web_link&at_campaign_type=owned&at_ptr_name=facebook_page&at_format=link
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/healthcare/article/tiktok-misinformation-turns-women-away-from-contraceptive-pill-0pplqs20q
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-13901623/Women-turn-backs-contraceptive-pill-unwanted-pregnancies-NHS-blaming-false-social-media-cancer.html
https://www.thetimes.com/world/russia-ukraine-war/article/vladimir-putin-childlessness-russia-birthrate-population-9jgx50h6h?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Briefing%20-%20Monday%2030th%20September%202024&utm_term=audience_BEST_OF_TIMES
https://www.news.com.au/world/europe/russia-cracks-down-on-citizens-who-refuse-to-bear-a-child-as-birthrate-plummets/news-story/1e053871d5d9c0585d5e786d7c1cef01
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/how-project-2025-seeks-obliterate-srhr
https://www.figo.org/resources/figo-statements/figo-icm-joint-statement-contraception
https://womanity.org/report/
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/component-page?action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&clusterId=us02&componentName=need-password&meetingId=V6W6h4Kk7Y11ndcyJCWZCo2CdskqHoZjvqNIMzLB2IbeI-T0tQShOtHWXZF4Yxak.iwcopUdN_Jnq0Bul&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fplay%2FkjkbZk5eKwiiwu9ZZJ_JLMJ_L71HUqWA8KpGtutcawhOaa-EPM9kkjve9kYuFsu4LOeSk7iQBC5kT1u1.MjbD_DUUpK1MaAIe%3FcanPlayFromShare%3Dtrue%26from%3Dshare_recording_detail%26continueMode%3Dtrue%26componentName%3Drec-play%26originRequestUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fus02web.zoom.us%252Frec%252Fshare%252FVlVifsSO7YScPOUiztQG5cJiKHEN4GBPDUjghuZ3ACKuouu8DxM8i6X2Yb1ZXTSe.WAPXyMMTjG6ZPx-y%26utm_source%3DInternational%2BCenter%2Bfor%2BResearch%2Bon%2BWomen%26utm_campaign%3Df8557117e2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_07_24_02_56_COPY_01%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_-463d7cb42a-%255BLIST_EMAIL_ID%255D
https://www.icrw.org/publications/feminist-foreign-policy-index-a-qualitative-evaluation-of-feminist-commitments/

